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Finally, according to the principle that he who eats without
having performed a sacrifice is a thief, we shall have proved
ourselves thieves.
The false pride of Bengalis does not disturb me. Even if Gujarat
alone carries out the pledge of swadeshi, Bengal will certainly
follow suit. It certainly does not seem easy to wean the people
in Madras from their love of .attractive clothes but, at such a
moment of spiritual awakening, we should not be surprised to see
those who seemed to be in the forefront falling behind while those
who seemed to be lagging behind forge ahead. Efforts are being
made in Bengal too,
Not knowing the truth about picketing in Bengal, the corres-
pondent has been unfair to the Bengalis. Those who picketed in
front of the Marwari shops were Marwaris and volunteers of the
Khilafat Committee. The Bengalis had no hand whatever in the
matter. The picketing was started with the purest motive and was
throughout carried on in a disciplined manner. A Marwari
gentleman like Sheth Jamnalalji took a leading part in it.
But it is about the women that I am most worried. We have
so far kept them totally ignorant about such vital issues and it is
only recently that they have started taking interest in them.
Until their love of foreign cloth is exorcised from them, the cause
of swadeshi will not prosper. Fortunately, there has been, within
a short time, so great an awakening in their midst that I observe
profound changes coming over them. It is most necessary, however,
that men atone to the full for their indifference in the past. Once
foreign cloth has disappeared completely from their midst, the
women will not take long to catch up. But even men have not
ceased to care for outward show. They have not yet completely
overcome their fondness for fine cloth. Dhotis, for example, they
must always^ have mill-made, and the heaviness of khadi seems
an inconvenience. How can we expect anything from women
when men themselves have not completely turned away from such
things? There are, thus, many obstacles-in our path of swadeshi.
When we have removed them all, we are sure to see the sun of
swaraj rising on the horizon.
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